Olympic Games 2008 - Biographical Entry List

Men’s Javelin Throw

v

38 Entrants

Age (Days) Born Season’s Best Personal Best

1035

PIETROBELLI Pablo ARG 28y 58d 1980 78.52 79.45 -07
Argentinian record holder ... 2007 South American Champion ... 3 Ibero-American 2006; 1 South American 2007 (2006-4, 2005-5); 6 Pan-American Games
2007 ... 1.72/76kg

In 2008: 3 Mar del Plata; 1 Buenos Aires (Mar 18); 1 San Fernando; 3 Valdivia; 3 Medellin; 1 Buenos Aires (May 10); 6 Ibero-American; 8 Heusden; 3
Brasschaat

1038

JANOYAN Melik ARM 23y 151d 1985 78.03 78.03 -08
Armenian record holder ... 1 ECP 2nd League ‘B’ 2007; 8 under-23 ECH 2007 ... 1.90/85kg
In 2008: 7 Adler; 1 Armenian winter; 1 Armenian

1063

BANNISTER Jarrod AUS 23y 322d 1984 89.02 89.02 -08

New Australian record holder ... 4 WJC 2002; 6 COM 2006; dnf WCH 2007. 1 Australian junior 2002 & senior 2007/2008 ... former cricketer ... from Townsville,
Queensland ... coach-Uwe Hohn (former world record holder) ... 1.90/100kg

In 2008: 1 Hobart; 2 Canberra; 2 Melbourne; 1 Australian (Australian record 89.02, a filve-metre improvement); 2 Halle; 8 Berlin Golden League; 8 Oslo Golden
League; 7 Rome Golden League; 2 Paris Golden League; 4 Stockholm

1193

KAZLOV Vladimir BLR 23y 124d 1985 80.52 80.52 -08
2 Belorussian 2006 ... 1.83/87kg
In 2008: 2 Belorussian winter; 4 European Throws Cup; 1 Belorussian Cup; 1 Stayki; 2 ECP 1st League; 2 Minsk

1270

NESHEV Kolyo BUL 26y 84d 1982 75.73 82.55 -07
Bulgarian record holder & 4x champion ... 1 Bulgarian 2005/2006/2007/2008 ... 1.87/90kg
In 2008: 1 Sofia; 3 Kalamata; 1 Bulgarian; 3 ECP 2nd League; 3 Sofia

1296

RUSSELL Scott CAN 29y 218d 1979 83.20 84.41 -05
Canadian record holder & 6x champion ... 2002 Commonwealth Games silver ... world-ranked as a junior in all four throws

4 Pan-Am junior 97 (6 DT); 5 WJC 98 (DT-dnq); 2 COM 2002 (2006-8); 12 WCH 2005 (2001/2007-dnq). 1 NCAA 2002. 1 Canadian
2001/2002/2003/2004/2005/2007. Was at University of Kansas ... hometown-Windsor, ON ... 2.06/125kg

He is the tallest track & field athlete in Beijing along with US discus thrower Casey Malone

In 2008: 1 Kansas Relays; 1 Richmond; 1 Victoria; 1 Canadian

1328

GUERRA Ignacio CHI 20y 341d 1987 78.54 78.54 -08
Chilean record holder ... dng WJC 2006; 10 Pan-American Games 2007. 1 Chilean 2007 & Brazilian 2008 ... 1.80/80kg

In 2008: 1 Santiago de Chile (Feb 29); 1 Santiago de Chile (Mar 8); 1 Santiago de Chile (Mar 15); 1 Santiago de Chile (Mar 20); 2 San Fernando; 1 Valdivia; 1
Santiago de Chile (May 10); 1 Santiago de Chile (May 18); 5 Ibero-American; 1 Brazilian; 1 Berne

1358

CHEN Qi CHN 26y 165d 1982 79.25 81.38 -04
dng WJC 2000; 1 Asian junior 2001; 7 Asian Champs 2005; 4 WCP 2006; 4 Asian Games 2006. 1 Chinese 2004/2005 ... born-Shanghai ... coach-Qian
Guojun ... 1.81/72kg

In 2008: 4 Chengdu; 3 Hangzhou; 3 Shizuoka; 2 “Good Luck” Beijing; nm Chinese Olympic Trial

1493

BOUE Annier cuB 24y 140d 1984 79.45 80.53 -05
1 Central American & Caribbean Champs 2008 ... 1.92/87kg

In 2008: 2 Havana (Feb 16); 1 Havana (Feb 22); 1 Havana (Mar 1); 1 Havana (Mar 8); 2 Caracas; 1 Barquisimeto; 5 Rio de Janeiro; 4 Sdo Paulo; 4 Belém; 1
Havana (May 31); 1 Havana (Jun 7); 1 Ibero-American; 2 Havana (Jun 20); 1 Central American & Caribbean Champs; 1 Havana (Jul 19)

1529

VESELY Vitezslav CZE 25y 176d 1983 79.80 79.80 -08

9 WJC 2002. 1 Czech 2008. Coach-Jan Zelezny ... 1.86/92kg
In 2008: 2 Turnov; 3 European Clubs Cup ; 1 Prague; 1 Ostrava; 1 Kladno under-23; 3 ECP 1st League; 1 Czech; 11 Athens; 5 Paris Golden League; 1 Bilina

1640

KUKK Mihkel EST 24y 318d 1983 81.77 81.77 -08
1 Estonian 2008 ... 1.87/98kg

Note: The 2005 World Champion Andrus Varnik is absent from Beijing
In 2008: 3 European Throws Cup; 1 Kohila; 3 Tallinn; 4 Tartu; 2 Valga; 1 Copenhagen; 2 Lugano; 1 Estonian; 3 Stockholm; 1 Rakvere

1689

PITKAMAKI Tero FIN 25y 246d 1982 87.70 91.53 -05
2007 World Champion ... dng WJC 2000; 6 EJC 2001; 3 under-23 ECH 2003; 8 OLY 2004; 1 ECP 2006; 2 ECH 2006; 1 WCH 2007 (2005-4). 1 Finnish
2004/2005/2006/2007 ... graduate of electrical engineering at Vaasa Polytechnic school ... ex-cross country skier, he was fifth in the Finnish Championships at
age 14 ... coach-Hannu Kangas ... partner is heptathlete Niina Kelo (15 ECH Heptathlon 20086) ... he says he’ll continue competing to 2020 ... 1.95/92kg

Unbeaten in 2007 except for Rome (where a no-throw of his accidentally struck French long jumper Salim Sdiri) and Zurich

In 2008: 2 Kuortane (May 25); 1 Berlin Golden League (beat Thorkildsen by 1cm); 3 Oslo Golden League; 1 Pihtipudas; 2 Kuortane (Jul 6); 1 Rome Golden
League; 1 Joensuu; 1 Lapinlahti; 2 Finnish; 1 Lappeenranta

1697

JARVENPAA Tero FIN 23y 323d 1984 86.68 86.68 -08
3 World Youth 2001; 2 EJC 2003; 5 under-23 ECH 2005; 2 WSG 2005; dng ECH 2006; 8 WCH 2007. 1 Finnish 2008 ... threw a basball 66m as a nine year-
old ... coach/father Pentti Jérvenpad ... 1.87/96kg

Claims he’s cut his hair only once since 2004 and won't cut it again until after Beijing

In 2008: 3 Kuortane (May 25); 3 Berlin Golden League; 2 Oslo Golden League; 3 Pihtipudas; 2 Rome Golden League; 1 Finnish

1708

WIRKKALA Teemu FIN 24y 220d 1984 84.10 84.10 -08
Former World Youth & European Junior Champion ... 1 World Youth 2001; 7 WJC 2003; 1 EJC 2003; 6 under-23 ECH 2005; dng ECH 2006; 12 WCH 2007.
Coach-Hannu Kangas ...1.87/89kg

In 2008: 4 Kuortane (May 25); 9 Berlin Golden League; 6 Oslo Golden League; 1 Tampere; 2 Pihtipudas; 5 Kuortane (Jul 6); 9 Rome Golden League; 5 Finnish;
3 Lappeenranta

1883

STEDING Stephan GER 26y 205d 1982 83.50 83.50 -08
5 under-23 ECH 2003; 10 WSG 2003; dnq WCH 2007. 1 German 2007 ... coach-Marek Schultz ... 2.01/106kg
In 2008: 1 Kienbaum; 2 European Throws Cup; 9 Halle; 1 Dessau; 10 Berlin Golden League; 1 Bremen; 1 Arnhem; 11 German; 7 Athens; 4 Wattenscheid

1919

VIEWEG Alexander GER 22y 55d 1986 83.27 83.27 -08
2007 European under-23 Champion ... 11 World Youth 2003; 2 EJC 2005; 1 under-23 ECH 2007. Coach-Boris Henry (twice world bronze medallist) ...
1.92/95kg

In 2008: 6 Dessau; 2 Schénebeck; 6 Zeulenroda; 4 Strasbourg; 4 German; 2 Athens; 1 Lucerne; 2 Wattenscheid

1962

SMALIGS loannis GRE 21y 186d 1987 79.33 79.33 -08
Full name-loannis-Yedryios-Karl Smalids

Former European Junior Champion

Dec pb: 6589 -05. HJ pb: 2.01 -04. 1 EJC 2005; 12 WJC 2006. Born-Stockholm, father-Greek, mother-Swedish ... lives and trains in the island of Kés
(Dodecanese group) ... coach-Dimitrios Papatheoddrou ... 1.92/86kg

In 2008: 1 Athens (May 10); 4 Kalamata; 2 Greek; 1 Patra; 10 Athens (Jul 13); 1 Balkan Champs
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1999 OLTEAN Csongor HUN 24y 135d 1984 70.90 78.15 -07
dng WJC 2002; 6 EJC 2003; dng WCH 2007. 1 Hungarian 2007/2008 ... 1.85/95kg
In 2008: 4 Brazzaville; 2 Budapest; 2 Budapest City; 4 Bottnaryd; 1 Hungarian

2216 MURAKAMI Yukifumi JPN 28y 242d 1979 79.71 81.71 -04
3x second at Asian Championships or Games ... 9x Japanese Champion

2 Asian junior 97; 3 WJC 98; 2 East Asian Games 2001; 7 WSG 2001; 2 Asian Games 2002/2006; 2 Asian Champs 2003 (2005-6); dng OLY 2004; dnqg WCH
2005/2007. 1 Japanese 2000-2008 ... 1.86/93kg

In 2008: 1 Wakayama; 2 Shizuoka; 1 Gifu; 4 “Good Luck” Beijing; 1 Japanese

2298 PARK Jae-Myong KOR 26y 250d 1981 79.23 83.99 -04
2006 Asian Games Champion ... Korean record holder & 8x champion ... 3 WJC 2000; 4 WSG 2003; 5 Afro-Asian Games 2003; dnq OLY 2004; 1 Asian Games
2006 (2002-4); 2 Asian Champs 2007 (2002-3, 2003-4). 1 Korean 2000-2004/2006/2007/2008 ... 1.80/95kg

In 2006: 1 Korean; 1 Adnekoski; 3 Lappeenranta; 2 Lapinlahti; 2 Yokohama; 2 Daegu; 1 Korean National Games

2332 KOVALS Ainars LAT 26y 274d 1981 80.24 85.95 -06
2005 World Student Games Champion ... 4 under-23 ECH 2001 (2003-6); 7 WCH 2005 (2007-dnq); 1 WSG 2005 (2007-3); 5 ECH 2006. 1 Latvian

2005/2007 ... 1.92/110kg

In 2008: 1 Latvian Universities; 13 Halle; 1 Kalamata; 1 ECP 2nd League; 1 Valmiera

2338 RAGS Eriks LAT 33y 82d 1975 85.05 86.47 -01
(Rags pronounced “Rax”) ... twice World Student Games Champion ... Latvian record holder

4 under-23 ECH 97; 6 WSG 97; 1 WSG 99/2001 (97-6); 4 ECH 2002 (2006-9); 7 OLY 2004 (2000-dnq); 6 WCH 2005 (97/2003-dnq, 99-10, 2001-8, 2007-11). 1
Latvian 97/99/2000/2001/2002/2003/2006 ... won accuracy throwing contest at 2000 Stockholm Grand Prix ... coach-Maris Griva ... 1.84/95kg

In 2008: 4 Doha; 1 Ventspils; 1 Tallinn; 1 Ventspils; 1 Gothenburg; 1 Lugano; 3 Rome Golden League; 1 Athens; 2 Stockholm; 1 Karlstad

2341 VASILEVSKIS Vadims LAT 26y 229d 1982 85.78 90.73 -07
2004 Olympic silver, when he set personal bests in qualifying & final

8 WJC 2000; 7 EJC 2001; dnq ECH 2002; 7 under-23 ECH 2003; 2 World Military 2003; 2 OLY 2004; 4 ECH 2006; 1 WSG 2007; 4 WCH 2007 (2005-dnq) ...
coach-Valentina Eiduka ... his second sport is mountain biking ... has two younger sisters (Jana & Dana) who are javelin throwers ... 1.88/102kg

In 2008: 2 Ventspils; 1 Zhukovskiy; 6 Rome Golden League; 3 Athens; 1 Paris Golden League

Carried flag at opening ceremony

2533 THORKILDSEN Andreas NOR 26y 143d 1982 87.73 91.59 -06
DEFENDING OLYMPIC CHAMPION

2006 European Champion ... twice World silver medallist

1 European Youth 99; 2 WJC 2000; 2 EJC 2001 (99-7); 4 under-23 ECH 2003; 1 OLY 2004; 2 WCH 2005/2007 (2001-dng, 2003-11); 1 ECH 2006 (2002-dnq);
1 WCP 2006. 1 Norwegian 2001/2003/2004/2005/2006. Played soccer to age 16, then concentrated on javelin throwing ... father-Tomm was a 10.7 100
sprinter, mother-Bente Amundsen was Norwegian 100H champion ... coach-Asmund Martinsen ... 1.88/90kg

In 2008: 1 Doha; 2 Berlin Golden League (1 cm behind Pitkdmaéki); 1 Oslo Golden League; 1 ECP 1st League

2541 FARQUHAR Stuart NZL 26y 160d 1982 83.23 83.23 -08
5x New Zealand Champion ... dng WJC 98/2000; dng OLY 2004; 7 COM 2006; 6 WCP 2006! dng WCH 2007. 1 New Zealand 2003/2005/2006/2007/2008; 1
French 2004; 1 Spanish 2004; 1 Australian 2006 ... 1.86/98kg

In 2008: 1 Hamilton (Jan 19); 1 Canberra; 1 Wellington; 1 Hamilton (Feb 9); 3 Waitakere; 3 Melbourne; 3 Australian; 1 New Zealand; 1 “Good Luck” Beijing; 1
Tainan

2555 FATECHA Victor PAR 20y 164d 1988 76.55 78.01 -07
South American junior record holder, now a senior ... 3 World Youth 2003 (2003-dng); 4 WJC 2006 (2004-dnq); 1 Pan-American junior 2007; 4 Pan-Am Games
2007; dnqg WCH 2007; 3 Ibero-American 2008 ... 1.90/114kg (according to entry form)

In 2008: 1 Mar del Plata; 4 Buenos Aires; 3 San Fernando; 2 Valdivia; 2 Medellin; 1 Asuncion; 3 lbero-American; 1 Sdo Paulo

Carried flag at opening ceremony

2584 JANIK Igor POL 25y 216d 1983 83.21 83.38 -07
2005 European under-23 Champion ... former World Junior Champion ... 6 EJC 2001; 1 WJC 2002; 2 under-23 ECH 2003; 1 WSG 2003 (2007-2); 1 under-23
ECH 2005; 3 ECP 2006/2007 (2005-5); 7 WCH 2007. 1 Polish 2007/2008 ... 2.00/99kg

In 2008: 2 Doha; 3 Halle; 6 Berlin Golden League; 1 Castellon; 3 Zhukovskiy; 3 ECP; 1 Polish; 6 Athens; 3 Sopot

2728 OOSTHUIZEN Robert RSA 21y 211d 1987 86.80 86.80 -08
2007 African Games Champion & 2007 World finalist ... now third on African all-time list after Marius Corbett & Tom Petranoff

2 World Youth 2003; 1 African junior 2005; 5 COM 2006; 1 WJC 2006; 1 African Games 2007; 6 WCH 2007. 1 South African 2007/2008 ... 1.88/108kg

In 2008: 1 Durban; 1 Oudtshoorn; 1 Pretoria; 1 South African; 2 Ostrava; 2 Kladno under-23; 5 Rome Golden League; 6 Paris Golden League

2794 MAKAROV Sergey RUS 35y 156d 1973 86.88 92.61 -02
World Champion & World #1 in 2003 ... twice Olympic bronze ... threw 92.61 in Sheffield 2002 for 3rd on world all-time list

1 Goodwill Games 98; 1 ECP 2000/2002/2003 (96/98/99/2001/2006-2, 97-4); 3 OLY 2000/2004 (96-6); 2 ECH 2002 (98-4); 1 WCP 2002 (98-2); 1 WCH 2003
(97-5, 99-9, 2001-7, 2005-3, 2007-dnq). 1 Russian 96/97/2001/2003/2005/2006/2007/2008 ... wife Oksana was Russian women'’s javelin record holder, but out
of action in 2001/2002 with shoulder surgery ... father (Aleksandr Makarov) won 1980 Olympic javelin silver ... won 15/17 contests in 2002 & 9/11 in 2003 ...

1.90/102kg
In 2008: 2 Dessau; 4 Oslo Golden League; 1 Moscow Open; 2 Zhukovskiy; 1 Kuortane (Jul 6 — beat Pitkdmadki); 1 Russian (8th time)
2810 KOROTKOV llya RUS 24y 259d 1983 84.04 84.04 -08

9 under-23 ECH 2005; 6 WSG 2007 ... coaches-lvan Koptiukh & Mikhail Sadov ... 1.92/101kg
In 2008: 2 Adler; 1 European Throws Cup; 5 Doha; 1 European Clubs Cup ; 1 Belgrade; 2 Russian

2852 IVANOV Aleksandr RUS 26y 89d 1982 83.21 88.90 -03
Fifth at the last two World Championships and the 2004 Olympics ... 3 World Youth 99; 6 WJC 2000; 1 EJC 2001; 6 ECH 2002; 1 under-23 ECH 2003; 1 World
Military 2003; 1 ECP 2004/2007; 5 OLY 2004; 5 WCH 2005/2007 (2001-10, 2003-12); 8 ECH 2006; 3 WCP 2006. Born-St Petersburg ... won St. Petersburg
titles at 50m & 100m as a freestyle swimmer at age 12 ... father/coach Valeriy lvanov was an 80m javelin thrower, mother Valentina Tikhonova threw 59.10 in
1980 ... 1.90/89kg

In 2008: 6 Moscow Open; 3 Russian; 1 Irkutsk

2878 KRANJC Matija SLO 24y 70d 1984 75.52 78.08 -07
5 EJC 2003; 7 WSG 2007. 1 Slovenian 2008 ... 1.83/91kg
In 2008: 7 European Throws Cup; 1 Ljubljana; 1 Slovenian Cup; 5 ECP 1st League; 1 Gorizia; 1 Novo Mesto; 1 Pordenone; 1 Slovenian

2958 ARVIDSSON Magnus SWE 25y 183d 1983 83.28 85.75 -07
2007 World finalist ... dng WJC 2002; 3 under-23 ECH 2005; 10 ECH 2006; 10 WCH 2007. 1 Swedish 2006/2007/2008 ... 1.89/93kg
In 2008: 4 Berlin Golden League; 5 Oslo Golden League; 1 Karlskrona; 2 ECP 1st League; 4 Paris Golden League; 5 Stockholm; 2 Karlstad; 1 Swedish

3080 AVRAMENKO Roman UKR 20y 151d 1988 80.08 80.08 -08
World & European junior medals ... 2 World Youth 2005 (2003-5); 3 WJC 2006 (2004-dnq); 2 EJC 2007. 1 Ukrainian 2008 ... 1.85/90kg

In 2008: 1 Tel Aviv; 2 Ukrainian winter; 1 European Throws Cup under-23; 1 Ukrainian Universities; 1 Koncha-Zaspa; 1 Kiev; 1 Ukrainian Cup; 3 ECP 1st
League; 1 Ukrainian

3172 GREER Breaux USA 31y 306d 1976 67.20 91.29 -07
2007 World bronze ... North American record holder ... 8x US Champion

12 OLY 2000/2004; 3 WCH 2007 (2001-4, 2003-dnq). 1 US 2000-2007. Was a top teenage baseball player; his ball throwing speed has been measured at 98
mph ... has a chocolate labrador called Ginger ... had surgery on on right shoulder in 2002, the follow-up operation in autumn 2004 went wrong and left him
with a dislocation every time he tried to throw ... two more surgeries required in 2005 to repair the damage and re-construct the shoulder, then operation on left
knee in 2006 to replace ligament ... lives-Scottdale, Arizona ... coach-Kari llhalainen ... 1.88/93kg

He had surgery on his rotator cuff (right shoulder) on December 31, 2007 and is still recovering

In 2008: dng US Olympic Trials (right shoulder heavily strapped) but qualified for team because only two of those who beat him there had the Olympic ‘A’
standard
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HAZLE Mike USA 29y 153d 1979 82.21 82.21 -08
2 Pan-American Games 2007. Based-San Diego ... always competes in the same socks ... keen wakeboarder .... also works as a DJ, specialising in
“progressive house” music ... studied Sports Management at Texas State University ... coach-Ty Sevin ... 1.83/91kg

In 2008: 1 Victorian State; 2 Waitakere; 1 Melbourne; 2 Australian; 1 Oregon Relays; 3 Doha; 1 Rio de Janeiro; 2 Sdo Paulo; 1 Belém; 5 Berlin Golden League;
7 Oslo Golden League; 2 Moscow Open; 4 Zhukovskiy; 2 US Olympic Trials

SMITH Leigh USA 26y 359d 1981 83.74 83.74 -08
Third in US Olympic Trials 2004 but did not have qualifying standard so could not go to Games; in 2008 he was only fifth in the Trials but is only one of three
Americans with the ‘A’ standard

5 NCAA 2004; 1 Canadian 2006 ... coach-Bill Webb ... 1.98/102kg

In 2008: 1 Knoxville; 1 Athens GA; 2 Chapel Hill; 5 US Olympic Trials

SHOKIRJONOV Bobur uzB 17y 260d 1990 77.92 77.92 -08
11 World Youth 2007; 1 Asian junior 2008; 6 WJC 2008. 1 Uzbek 2008 ... 1.90/84kg
In 2008: 2 Uzbekistan Cup; 1 Asian junior; 6 WJC; 1 Uzbek

WORLD ALL-TIME LIST 2008 WORLD LIST

1....98.48...... Jan Zelezny CZE 1....89.02...... Jarrod Bannister AUS
2.....93.09...... Aki Parviainen FIN..... .1999 2....87.78...... Andreas Thorkildsen NOR
3.....92.61...... Sergey Makarov RUS ... 2002 3.....87.70...... Tero Pitkdmaki FIN
4....92.60...... Raymond Hecht GER ... 1995 4....87.33...... Antti Ruuskanen FIN
5....91.69...... Kostas Gatsioudis GRE .. 2000 5....86.88...... Sergey Makarov RUS
6....91.59...... Andreas Thorkildsen NOR.. 6.....86.80...... Robert Oosthuizen RSA
7....91.53...... Tero Pitkdméki FIN 7.....86.68...... Tero Jarvenpéd FIN
8....91.46...... Steve Backley GBR 8.....85.78...... Vadims Vasilevskis LAT
9....91.29...... Breaux Greer USA 9....85.05...... Eriks Rags LAT
10...84.27....... Aleksandr Ashomka BLR
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